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Jesus  Christ  is  promised  in  the  Old  Testament.    You  have  400  years  plus  time  in  between  those  two,  and  

  

And  then,  you  consistently  see  this  pattern  of     got  an  
in  awe  of  Him,  and  she  worships  Him.    

hold  Jesus  in  his  arms,  and  then  he  wants  to  die.    Like,  that  is  what  he  lives  for,  just  to  hold  baby  Jesus  in  
his  arms.    And  so  that  happens,  and  then  you  have  a  girl  named  Anna  and  the  old  woman  named  Anna,  
who  just  prayed  that  Christ  would  come.      

So  all  y Gospel  are  people  who  are  waiting  for  Christ  to  come,  

being  worshiped,  and  people  are  in  awe  of  Christ.    And  so  
what  it  really  means  to  be  in  awe  of  Christ  and  to  worship  Him.      

skips  it,  probably  
for  obvious  reasons,  right?  

very  
Scripture  that  you  just  need  to  know.    God,  what  He  puts  in  Scripture  is  what  he  wants  us  to  know.    That  
is  what  He  wants  us  to  know.  

le  who  are  
  He put  

  

bored.    And  so  He  stared  at  clay  and  made  it  into  birds,  because  He  was  so  bored  that  He  wanted  to  
have  play  t
during  the  time  shortly  after  He  had  lived  and  died  and  resurrected.  

Yeah,  there  was  a  time  where  He  was  playing,  and  these  kids  started  picking  
Scripture

because  that  would  be  an  awesome  sermon,  right?    If  people  tick  you  off,  you  zap  them,  right?    You  zap  

and  rely  on.  
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childhood  is  very,  very  profound  and  very  helpful  for  us  this  morning.    Bec
even  as  Christ  as  growing  up,  that  He     just  start  His  three-­‐year  ministry  and  then  begin  
worshipping  God  then.      

He  has  always  worshipped  God,  and  if     
Jesus
God.      

And  so  my  challenge  this  morning  for  all  of  us  is  that  we  would  leave  here  desiring  to  worship  like  Jesus.    

  

41Now  His  parents  went  to  Jerusalem  every  year  at  the  Feast  of  the  Passover.    42And  when  He  
was  twelve  years  old,  they  went  up  according  to  custom.  

Let  me  just  stop  here  and  explai

virgin  
They  had  to  

trust  the  Lord  in  so  many  ways.    
  

worshipping  Him.    And  so  they  dedicated  Him.    
Early  in  Chapter  2,  they  dedicated  Christ  to  God  saying  they  were  going  to  do  the  best  they  can  raising  
Him  as  parents.  

argument  

image  how  hard  it  is  to  raise     and  that  was  me.    I  just  came  up  with  that.    That  was  funny     how  hard  it  
is  to  raise  a  perfect  child.  

  

Let  me  quickly  
would  remember  that  they  had  been  delivered  by  God.    So  what  happened  here  was  early  on  God  calls  
out  a  guy  with  a  speech  impediment  named  Moses  to  be  His  mouthpiece.    
there        
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What  happens  is  he  rejects  this  offer.    This  stuttering  guy  who  says  he  got  a  vision  from  the  burning  
  

dude  some  major  plagues.    L
locusts.    I  just  wish  I  could  have  seen  some  of  these  things  that  happened,  like  big  humongous  locusts  
attacking  people,  right?  

What  happens  next  is  something  very  interesting,  beca
series  of  plagues.    And  one  of  the  plagues  would  be  the  death  of  every  firstborn  son  in  all  of  Egypt.    So  

lamb  that  had  to  take  place.      

So  blood  had  to  be  posted  above  the  door  post.    And  so  what  would  happen,  the  death  angel  that  would  
go  over  every  single  house  and  every  single  firstborn  of  every  single  Egyptian  home  would  die,  except  
for  the  ones  that  had  blo

  

What  would  happen,  even  years  and  years  and  years,  hundreds  and  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  years,  
people  would  remember  that  God  delivered  them  out  of  this.    So  they  would  celebrate  it  annually.    They  
were  supposed  to  celebrate  it  annually.  

And  so  you  would  have  

got  Mary  and  Joseph,  young,  peasant,  poor  couple  walking  just  to  celebrate  what  God  has  done.    They  

side-­‐by-­‐side  together  to  remember  the  things  of  God.  

  

g  here  in  the  text  is  Mary  and  Joseph  are  going  together,  walking  side-­‐by-­‐side  
  

This  week,  we  were  very  encouraged  and  challenged.    The  Acts  29  Network  that  are  our  church  is  a  part  
of,  every  year  they  fund  the  pastors  and  their  wives  to  go  on  this  humongous  retreat  in  Vail,  Colorado,  

      

get  these  great  teachings  from  these  wonderful  pastors  that  are  really  pouring  into  our  lives  during  that  
time.      
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And  for  the  first  time,  I  think  a  light  bulb  kind  of  came  on.    Jes  and  I  were  sitting  together  in  the  
conference  or  in  the  retreat,  and  we  got  taught  together  side-­‐by-­‐

it  
t  was  calling  

Put  your  arm  around  me,  grab  your  shoulder  real  tight,  you  know,  and  stuff.      

And  that  was  going  on,  but  it  was  good  for  me,  because  I  

to  do  it  together.      

So  what  I  learned  about  Jesus  is  not  just  for  me.    I  learn  it  for  us.    I  learn  it  for  us.    So  some  of  you  who  
   going  to  do  

this
totally  separate  from  your  husband  in  the  way  you  grow.      

what  y

couples.  

Some  of  you  single  people  in  this  room  are  living  so  independently  that  you  will  never  even  allow  room  
where  you  need  to  say,  

le  to  share  
  

  like,  typically,  here  
it  is  in  the  South.    I  know  so  many  of  you  that  have  fathers  that  their  relationship  with  God  was  so  
personal  
room,  he  shuts  it.    Or  he  had  his  quiet  time,  but  I  never  heard  dad  talk  about  the  Lord.  

And  I  remember  talking  to  a  pastor,  an  older  pastor,  recently.    And  he  

was  rare  that  I  actually  saw  these  pastors  have  a  relationship  with  God,  like  a  quiet  time,  like  a  reading  
of  the  Bible     

I  mean,  people  have  got  to  see  that  this  is  a  together  thing  that  couples  are  praying  and  serving  and  
ity  way  too  much.    We  

relationship
if  anything,  what  we  learn  in  the  Scripture  is  that  most  of  the  Bible  is  
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personal  
wo   going  to  go  and  celebrate  

  

42And  when  He  was  twelve  years  old,  they  went  up  according  to  custom.  

  would  argue   you  know
years  old.    And  the  custom  is  this  is  bar  mitzvah

here.    The  custom  actually  was,  when  you  were  12,  
when  you  were  11,  you  would  go  to  the  temple  in  Jerusalem.    And  you  would  get  used  to  the  customs  
that  were  taking  place  so  that  when  you  do  turn  13,  you  do  know  the  custom.      

So  Jesus  is  preparing  Himself  for  really  His  bar  mitzvah  coming  early.    
-­‐year-­‐old.    And  what     know  about  Jesus  is  He  was  

highly  familiar  with  the  commandments  of  God.    Look  in  Verses  43-­‐46.    It  says  this.  

43And  when  the  feast  was  ended,  as  they  were  returning,  the  boy  Jesus  stayed  behind  in  
Jerusalem.    His  parents  did  not  know  it,  44but  supposing  Hi
journey.  

Uh-­‐oh.  

But  then  they  began  to  search  for  Him  among  their  relatives  and  acquaintances.  

Anybody  else  have  

ah,  yeah,  the  one  that  we  said  that  
And     

Well,  a  couple  of  things  here:    When  people  would  travel  from  something  like  that,  typically,  the  women  
and  the  younger  children  would  go  first,  and  the  men  and  the  older  boys  would  travel  behind  them.    So  
what  would  happen,  they  would  come  side-­‐by-­‐side  there,  but  they  would  leave  separated.    And  what  
would  happen,  too,  is  older  relatives,  uncles,  would  watch  after  the  kids  as  well.    So  there  was  a  lot  of  
that  going  on.      

thought  

enjoy  the     

  
ut  
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45and  when  they  did  not  find  Him,  they  returned  to  Jerusalem,  searching  for  Him.    46After  three  
days  they  found  Him  in  the  temple,  sitting  among  the  teachers,  listening  to  them  and  asking  
them  questions.    47And  all  who  heard  Him  were  amazed  at  His  understanding  and  His  answers.  

After  the  Passover  would  take  place,  this  big  celebration  of  remembering  God  delivering  His  people,  you  
would  have  the  best  rabbis,  the  best  teachers,  sitting  in  the  temple.    And  what  they  would  do  is  they  
would  talk  doctrine.    They  would  talk  theology.    They  would  talk  the  big  things  of  God,  the  deep  things  of  
God.  

And  you  had  these  guys  sitting  around,  and  the  younger  children,  or  the  younger  want-­‐to-­‐be  rabbis,  
would  sit  at  their  feet  and  they  would  ask  questions.    And  what  happened  often  is  the  rabbis  would  use  
a  style  

  

And  so,  if  you  can  imagine,  you  have  these  rabbis  who  spent  their  lives  dedicated  to  remembering  the  
law,  the  Old  Testament  stuff,  
have  a  12-­‐year-­‐
names  all  of  them,  right?    He  quotes  all  of  Isaiah  right  in  front  of  the
you  guys  think  the  dream  of  Nebuchadnezzar  

  

out  of  

  

So  Jesus  is  sitting  there,  and   interesting,  
because  you  get  48  through  49.    It  says  this.  

48And  when  His  parents  saw  Him,  they  were  astonished.  

I  love  that  word  and  how  they  responded  to  Him.    Look  at  this.  

And  His  mother  said  to  Him,  "Son,  why  have  you  treated  us  so?    Behold,  your  father  and  I  have  
been  searching  for  you  in  great  distress. 49And  He  said  to  them,  "Why  were  you  looking  for  me?  

He  needs  a  spanking,  right,  you  know?  

  

his  way,  and  I  kind  of  get  why.    But  some  
translations  even  say  this.    It  says:  

  

So  when  it  comes  to  conversations  
about  how  I  might     
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disrespectful
Y   

And     
  

have  this  

married  couples  to  invite  Jesus  to  your  wedding,  which  means  that  you  share  the  Gospel  at  your  
wedding.    You  make  Him  the  center  of  attention   

And  this  is  what  this  couple        

  

speaks  to  His  mother  again,  alright?    John  2.  

1On  the  third  day  there  was  a  wedding  at  Cana  in  Galilee,  and  the  mother  of  Jesus  was  there.    
2Jesus  also  was  invited  to  the  wedding  with  His  disciples.    3When  the  wine  ran  out,  the  mother  of  
Jesus  said  to  Him,   They  have  no  wine.     4And  Jesus  said  to  her,   Woman,  what  does  this  have  to  
do  with  me?    My  hour  has  not  yet  come.     5His  mother  said  to  the  servants,   Do  whatever  He  
tells  you.   

  

6Now  there  were  six  stone  water  jars     

     

  there  for  the  Jewish  rites  of  purification,  each  holding  twenty  or  thirty  gallons.    7Jesus  said  to  
the  servants,   Fill  the  jars  with  water.     And  they  filled  them  up  to  the  brim.    8And  He  said  to  
them,   Now  draw  some  out  and  take  it  to  the  master  of  the  feast.     So  they  took  it.    9When  the  
master  of  the  feast  tasted  the  water  now  become  wine,  and  did  not  know  where  it  came  from  
(though  the  servants  who  had  drawn  the  water  knew),  the  master  of  the  feast  called  the  
bridegroom  10and  said  to  Him,   Everyone  serves  the  good  wine  first,  and  when  people  have  
drunk  freely,  then  the  poor  wine.    But  you  have  kept  the  good  wine  until  now.     11This,  the  first  of  
His  signs,  Jesus  did  at  Cana  in  Galilee,  and  manifested  His  glory.    And  His  disciples  believed  in  
Him.  

and  died  for  us.      
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because  His  ultimate  way  of  glorifying  His  Father  is  through  His  death  on  the  cross.    But  He  did  that  to  

Father.     racle  now,  because  this  is  most  

He  is  separating  Himself  from  the  needs  of  His  Father  from  His  needs  of  the  earthly  man.  

approval  
Please  continue  to  do  that.       

And  some  of  you,  I  mean,  I  see  so  many  college  students  that  come  to  our  church.    And  they  choose  
    I  know  now  that  my  parents  will  be  so  delighted  in  

  

wrapped  up  in  what  others  think  
of  you  and  not  obedience  an
Jesus  was  more  of  a  man  at  12  years  old  than  I  ever  will  be,  because  His  life  was  fully  devoted  to  the  

  woman,  that  your  life  is  
submitted  fully  to  the  Father.  

longer     and  I  know  many  of  you  grew  up  in  homes  where  your  mom  was  the  spiritual  leader  because  

to  grow  up  and  see  God  as  the  authority.    And  your  life  is  going  to  be  fully  submitted  and  committed  to  
Him.  

they  have  a  wife,  but  they  also  have  a  mom  that  still  kind  of  lives  with  them,  right?    At  some  point,  we  
  

or  my  life?    How  can  I  submit  my  life  to  
  

And  
honoring  your  father  and  mother  is  becoming  your  own  person  in  Christ.    That  is  the  best  thing  that  you  
can  do  for  your  parents  is  love  Christ.      
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At  some  point,  

about  fearing     

is  Jesus.    So  you  have  three  young  Hebrew  boys  thrown  in  the  fiery  furnace,  Shadrack,  Meshach,  and  
Abednego
Nebuchadnezzar's  pagan  words  as  he  looks  into  the  fire.    Who  was  it?    Jesus.    Jesus.    There  were  times  

was.      

And  so  we  know  that  Jesus  has  always  been.    We  have  it  in  Colossians  1.    All  things  are  held  together  by  
Him  and  for  Him.    Without  Him,  nothing  was  created.    And  so  He  knows  about  what  it  means  to  submit  

  

consistently,  like,  five  times  referenced  in  
the  book  of  John  that  Jesus  submits  to  the  Father.    You  have  multiple  times  that  the  Spirit     
act  on  His  own  authority.    He  submits  to  the  Father.  

And  what  you  have  even  in  the  Holy  Trinity,  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  God  the  Holy  Spirit,  three  in  
one,  they  submit  to  one  another,  and  they  honor  one  another.    And  they  are  a  perfect  unified  one  God.    

  

Very  interesting,  too,  even  in  1  Corinthians  11,  when  Paul  addresses  the  issue  between  how  men  and  
women  relate,  let  me  just  show  you  this.    This  is  very  good.    1  Corinthians  11:3,  it  says:  

3But  I  want  you  to  understand  that  the  head  of  every  man  is  Christ,  the  head  of  a  wife  is  her  
husband,  and  the  head  of  Christ  is  God.  

See  what  he  d

We  get  it  from  what  the  Trinity  looks  like.    As  the  Son  submits  to  the  Father,  so  we  also  understand  
  

So  Jesus  learns  this  perfect  balance  of  submission  and  authority  and  unity  from  the  Trinity.    So  what  you  
find  even  further  
also  submissive  to  His  parents.    Notice  with  me  in  Verse  51  it  says:  

51And  He  went  down  with  them  and  came  to  Nazareth  and  was     
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  He  was  submissive  to  them,  and  His  mother  treasured  up  all  these  things  in  her  heart.  

  mother,  because  she  treasured  it  up  in  
writing  

interesting  how  that  plays  out.    And  it  says  this:  

52And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  in  stature  and  in  favor  with  God  and  man.  

So  we  see  what  happens  in  52,  the  same  thing  that  happens  in  Verse  40.    Let  me  just  show  you  Verse  40  
real  quick.  

40And  the  child  grew  and  became  strong,  filled  with  wisdom.    And  the  favor  of  God  was  upon  
Him.  

h  God.      

They  wanted  to  be  like  God,  so  they  disobeyed  Him.    So  sin  enters  the  world.    All  of  us  who  are  born  
  

perfect  sacrifice.    We  have  to  have  a  Passover  Lamb,  what  we  just  saw  earlier.    We  have  to  be  relieved  of  
  

So  Christ  is  our  Passover  Lamb.    He  lived  a  perfect,  sinless  life,  died  in  our  place,  so  that  we  can  know  the  
Father.    And  we  move  from  sin  into  obedience.    And  we  consistently  wrestle  with  sin.      

       have  to  move  from  
sin.    He  just  continues  to  grow  in  his  understanding.    So  He  grows  more  from  faith  to  faith  to  grace  to  
grace  and  strength,  from  obedience  to  even  higher  levels  of  obedience  that  Christ  is  growing  in.  

,  even  
without  sin,  is  to  know  the  Father  more  and  more  and  more  and  grow  in  deeper  and  deeper  

  

So  if  we  look  at,  like,  a  Romans  12  that  tells  us  that  our  spiritual  act  of  worship  is  living  as  a  living  
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in  His  relationship  with  God,  in  His  understanding  of  who  He  is,  so  that  He  would  take  the  ultimate  
plunge  of  obedience,  becoming  obedient  to  death,  as  Philippians  says,  even  death  on  the  cross.  

o  that  eventually  He  could  
go  to  the  cross.    At  12  years  old,  He  wants  to  know  Him  more  and  more  and  more  so  that  He  could  

.    
  

He  wants  to  get  His  heart  full  so  that  He  could  fully  obey  the  Father.    Is  that  us?    Is  that  us?    Because  my  

our  understandi

Philippians,  and  it  was  great,  the  great  depth  of  Philippians  that  challenged  our  hearts.    We  did  1  
Corinthians  that  challenged  our  hearts.  

But  my  fear  is  this,  that  we  are  not  doing  it  for  purposes  of  growing  in  deeper  obedience  to  the  Father.    I  
mean,  my  fear  is  we  have  a  lot  of  theology  but  not  a  lot  of  reality.    I  think  a
start  taking  what  we  know  and  practicing  it  so  that  we  can  be  fully  obedient  to  the  Father.    We  can  
move  towards  deeper  obedience  to  the  Father.      

that  we  know  about  God  should  push  us  to  fight  sin  even  harder  so  that  we  can  grow  in  our  
understanding  of  who  He  is,  yes,  and  then  grow  deeper  in  our  practice,  because  Jesus  lived  His  life  so  
that  He  could  make  the  ultimate  sacrifice  for  us  on  the  cross.    He  did  it  for  us,  for  His  glory,  to  please  the  
Father.      

  we  can  grow  in  further  
obedience  to  Him.    God  help  us.    


